The important part played by intestinal worms in the causation and modification of disease does not appear to me to be generally appreciated. I was first induced to turn my attention to the subject wlien treating a bad case of remittent fever in the bazaar. Quinine had been administered with very little effect, and the patient still continued to have fever, and was gradually but surely sinking. The third case occurred in a Hindoo boy, V years of age, and so great was the debility and emaciation, that I feared a fatal result before medicine could be given. On enquiry, but not before, I found that there was some uneasiness at the epigastrium, and I gave him three grains of santonine on alternate nights, with the result of expelling two full-grown and two smaller worms.
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The important part played by intestinal worms in the causation and modification of disease does not appear to me to be generally appreciated. I was first induced to turn my attention to the subject wlien treating a bad case of remittent fever in the bazaar. Quinine had been administered with very little effect, and the patient still continued to have fever, and was gradually but surely sinking.
Latterly, when unable to take nourishment, ho complained of a gnawing pain in the epigastrium. Being rather in difficulty as to the true nature of the case, there being no organic lesion of any important viscera, I In this case the recovery was not so rapid, but two-grain doses of quinine, thrice daily for a few days, soon set him on his legs again.
The fourth case also occurred in a Hindoo child, suffering from a very bad form of remittent fever, which bore a great resemblance to typhoid, and the poor little fellow was evidently at death's door when I first saw him. He took quinine and brandy, and two grains of santonine were also given ; a worm was passed, but the patient had not strength to rally, and the result was fatal.
The fifth case occurred in a young Brahmin lady, aged 16 , who had been suffering from cholera, but who had recovered from the more urgent symptoms ; there was still, however, persistent discharge of small quantities of congee-like fluid, to gether with great prostration ; at the same time she complained of pain in the epigastrium, and santonine, this time combined with sesqui-carbonate of soda, was given ; she passed several round worms, and recovered without another bad symptom.
The sixth and seventh cases occurred in the jail hospital, both in originally hale, robust men, but who had been suffering from dysentery of a most intractable character, and had become frightfully emaciated, and they both complained latterly of gnawing pain in the epigastrium. Now pain is such a general concomitant of dysentery, that for some time it did not occur to me to think of worms, but at last I did, and gave tliem three grains of santonine combined with soda on alternate nights ; both voided worms, and one of them a full-grown one, dead. One of these cases ended fatally, but the other is in a fair way to recovery. With respect to the fatal case, it must be taken into consideration that he had been suffering from dysentery of a most virulent type for some weeks, that he was almost translucent from emaciation, and that the odour and character of the dejections showed that extensive disorganisation of the intestines was going on.
In connection with this subject, I propose now to give a brief resume of a recent epidemic of cholera in the Balasore jail. Of 18 bodies examined after death, 9 contained ascaris lumbricoides, and in one of these there were as many as 9. Eight of the persons who recovered vomited or voided worms ; and as 45 persons were attacked, the number of ascertained cases in which worms were noticed was in the ratio of 37"7 per centum, I had forgotten two cases occurring in infants at the breast, and who were suffering from persistent typhoid fever ; both took santonine and soda, voided one very large worm each, and made very rapid recoveries.
I have given santonine alone, in combination with calomel, and with soda; sesqui-carb.
The usual habitat of the ascaris lumbricoides is in the small intestines, and when this is the case, santonine may be given alone, because it becomes dissolved in the alkaline fluids in the small intestines ; but when the patient has been long suffering, and has not been able to take nourishment, the parasites crawl up into the stomach in search of food, and when this is suspected, it is as well to combine the santonine with soda.
